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Every year we await the return  
of Game of Thrones, but this 
season our anticipation is sky 
high. With just two seasons to 

go, things are building to a climax.
Season six’s shocking final episode 

saw Cersei Lannister (Lena Headey) 
seize the Iron Throne following the 
death of son Tommen (Dean-Charles 
Chapman), Jon Snow (Kit Harington, 
pictured above with Sophie Turner as 
Sansa Stark) now appointed as King in 
the North and Daenerys (Emilia Clarke, 
pictured left) finally setting sail toward 
Westeros with a combined force to take 
on the Lannisters in what will be the 
mother of all battles! And when we say 
‘mother’, this season really is about 
powerful women. While last year had 
them in the ascendency, this time they 
are at the top of their game. 

This is a season where all is not as it 
seems. The cast, as always, are sworn to 
secrecy and are increasingly adept at 
giving little away, but that didn’t stop 
us from pushing them when Foxtel 
magazine went on location in Belfast.

“Season seven starts with a sense of 
‘down to business’ for Jon Snow,” says 
Harington during a break in filming. 
Kitted out in his familiar leather garb 
and with his trademark flowing hair, he 
looks every inch the hero. “The world is 
ending and he knows it’s in real danger, 

but at least he’s in a place where he can 
start addressing that in a real way and 
having people listen to him when he is 
warning them.”

He continues, “At the end of season 
six, he had just been clanking at the 
door. But now he is King in the North, 
people take notice. He didn’t ask for 
the title but he knows what it means  
to his cause, which is that he can now 
start getting stuff done and start trying 
to save and protect people, and do what 
he has been trying to do for ages.”

Game of Thrones fans know that the 
producers don’t blanch at killing off 
popular characters – from the good 
(Ned Stark) to the bad (Ramsay Bolton) 
and the cuddly (Hodor) – but Jon Snow 
appears to have been a step too far for 
them after he was brought back to life 
by Melisandre (Carice van Houten) at 
the start of last season. 

Cast members must live in fear of 
the phone call from bigwigs DB Weiss 
and David Benioff inviting them ‘for 
dinner’, because it means they’ll be told 
that their character will die. But surely 
Harington feels safe now with the 
thought they can’t kill him twice? 

“Er… no. I don’t actually,” he reveals.  
“I can’t tell you too much [about] what 
happens, but I felt safe in season six 
because I thought it would be bad 
storytelling to kill me the season 
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As season seven premieres, we take a trip to the 
Belfast set of Game of Thrones to chat to the cast 
about the power positioning now falling into place
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here’s a definite sparkle in 
Rick Hoffman’s eye when  
he enters the room. It’s the 
same sparkle Suits fans see 
when his character Louis Litt 

shares in hilariously witty banter with 
straight-shooting executive assistant 
Donna Paulsen (Sarah Rafferty), a woman 
he greatly admires.

But the spring in Hoffman’s tired step 
(he and a jet-lagged Rafferty rose early) 
has nothing to do with Donna. It has  
to do with a special little two-year-old.

“You think you know love, and 
people tell you, but he is everything,” 
the proud father-of-one smiles as he 
shows off photos of his son during 
Foxtel magazine’s exclusive shoot  
at Sydney’s Ivy Penthouse suite.

“What time is it? I need to keep an eye 
on the time because I haven’t spoken 
to him in three days and I need to call 
him before his bedtime in Canada.”

Bang on 1pm the actor dials in to his 
little man for an international chat. The 
only traces of this down-to-earth star’s 
character is in the love they both have 
for a child – an admirable trait fans of 
the program got to see glimpses of in 

Above: Macht 
(left) reveals his 
character Harvey 
wears up to 10 
different looks 
each episode. 
Creator Aaron 
Korsh says he 
cast Adams 
(right) as Mike 
because of his 
intelligent eyes. 
Opposite: firm 
friends Hoffman 
and Rafferty love 
the role reversal 
shoot and ham  
it up for the 
camera 

Donna and Louis make us laugh until we cry on Suits, so when their roles 
were reversed for our exclusive shoot the results were, well, hilarious

Suits

season six when lawyer Litt went all  
in to support his pregnant architect 
girlfriend Tara Messer (Carly Pope).

“I really do miss him,” Hoffman says 
of his son, whose name he prefers to 
keep private. The feeling is mutual for 
his co-star Rafferty.

“It is hard being away from them, they 
are my whole life,” the actress offers of 
her two daughters, Oona Gray, nine, and 
five-year-old Iris Friday, with her stock 
research analyst husband of 16 years, 
Aleksanteri Olli-Pekka ‘Santtu’ Seppälä.

Away from filming, the actors reveal 
that the “Suits kids” are close, as are the 
series’ stars. Rafferty and leading man 
Gabriel Macht – who portrays Harvey 
Specter – have a friendship that spans 
22 years. She’s also close with his 
Australian wife, actress Jacinda Barrett  
– the woman behind Suits’ Zoe Lawford. 
Patrick J Adams’ wife, Troian Bellisario, 
of Pretty Little Liars fame, has also 
appeared in Suits, as has Macht’s father, 
Stephen. Hoffman’s mum and dad did 
a cameo as Louis’s parents via Skype.

Needless to say there’s a cheekiness 
and an ease between Hoffman and 
Rafferty as they candidly chat with us. 

“Are they your roo balls?” Rafferty 
says, gesticulating and accidentally 
brushing her hand against Hoffman’s 
pants pocket. The pair laugh. “Yes,  
I did buy him kangaroo balls…”

Get ready for one hell of a ride!

You’ve just done our photo shoot 
where the roles were reversed, 
with Louis being at Donna’s beck 
and call this time. How was that?
Sarah Rafferty: So much fun!
Rick Hoffman: Great concept!

If Louis bought Donna a gift and 
vice versa, what would they buy?
Hoffman: Tickets to the hottest 
Broadway show to tie in with her  
love of theatre. 
Rafferty: Donna would take Louis on  
a yoga retreat in Costa Rica. She would 
take him on a spiritual journey where 
he would meet a guru and lose some of 
his neuroticism, and learn how to get 
out of his own way.
Hoffman: Now you’re talking about me!
Rafferty: No! Donna would take Louis 
to drink iowaska, that drink where you 
hallucinate.

SUITS (s7A) EXPRESS Thursdays from July 13 at 8.30pm on Universal Channel [112] part of the ENTERTAINMENT pack
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them wellSuits
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I t’s been 25 years since Jeff Fenech 
fought arch rival Azumah Nelson 
at Princes Park in Melbourne. That 
1992 blockbuster is regarded as the 

biggest international fight on Australian 
soil and the crowd of 38,000 remains  
a boxing attendance record. But that 
record will be well and truly smashed 
when Brisbane boy Jeff Horn faces 
38-year-old Filipino Manny Pacquiao 
at Suncorp Stadium. 

This month the 29-year-old speaks 
to Foxtel magazine about fighting for 
the WBO welterweight title in front of 
an expected 55,000 fans, plus a global 
audience in the millions.

Pacquiao is a boxing legend – how 
exciting is it to fight him in Brisbane? 
It’s an opportunity I didn’t think  
would come this quickly in my career  
but I welcome it. For him to fight me  
in my home town is a big risk to take.  
I guess he is confident he can beat me, 
especially considering his experience.

He has fought so many greats such  
as Floyd Mayweather, Miguel Cotto, 
Shane Mosley, Oscar De La Hoya…
He has fought absolutely everyone and 
taken care of nearly all of them. So this 
is great for me and hopefully a passing 
of the baton if I can beat him.

How will you deal with the pressure 
of a worldwide audience of millions?
There will be heaps of global interest, 
but I have had that before at the 2012 
Olympics. In my head I am making  
it exactly the same. I’ll draw on my 
experience from the Olympics and  
past fights. The pressure is there but 
I am willing to handle it. 

The 55,000 fans will obliterate 
attendance records for boxing  
in Australia – how does that feel?
It will be a massive crowd. I didn’t 
think I’d be in front of that many 

people so soon. It will be great having 
family and friends watching live. That 
is a massive advantage I will have. 

In a sport full of bravado, you two are 
considered the gentlemen of boxing...
He’s a nice guy. He never says anything 
bad. The only thing that was frustrating 
was when he was on his phone in the 
press conference [in April].

Do you think he lacks respect for you?
He probably does lack a bit of respect 
for me because he doesn’t know me 
that well. Only a couple of months  
ago he said he didn’t know who I was.

If he underestimates you, that could 
be a huge advantage...
I think he is underestimating me. He 
has fought massive names and that’s 
why he is such a big name in boxing. 
So to fight a relative unknown, he’d be 
thinking it’s an easy fight. I’m hoping 
he’s thinking that as it’ll make things 
easier for me. When you underestimate 
any opponent you can come unstuck. 
Opponents have thought they can 
outbox me, but they get in the ring  
and don’t realise how strong I am.

Your background is school teaching. 
This is a long way from a classroom...
It will be a big difference not walking 
out in front of 30 kids to teach; just 
one Manny Pacquiao. Hopefully I’ll 
teach him a lesson.

Tell us about how you started boxing 
to combat bullying...
I got into a couple of fights and got 
picked on throughout high school.  
By the end I’d had enough. I finished 
playing soccer and thought I wouldn’t 
make it any further, but wanted to  
do sport for a living. I went to uni but 
also went to the boxing gym to learn 
self-defence. It ended up turning into 
a career as I was pretty good at it.

Do you hope to inspire other  
children who are victims of bullying?
Definitely. It gives you confidence 
learning to protect yourself through 
the sport of boxing. It no longer makes 
you a target for bullies.

Who are your boxing idols?
I never followed it early in my life  
so didn’t have too many idols. But  
I always found Pacquiao exciting  
to watch. I also like how Daniel Geale 
and Danny Green have handled 
themselves in and out of the ring.

What’s next if you beat Pacquiao?
I’d like to take more big fights and 
would love to fight in a casino in 
America. If I can unify the division  
I will, but I need to take one step 
at a time. I’ve got a big wall in 
front of me on July 2 I have 
to get through first.  

HOR NET’S

Left: Horn will 
be challenging  
for his first 
welterweight 
world title and 
should not be 
underestimated. 
Opposite: 
Pacquiao has 
many moves to 
his profile as  
a professional 
boxer and also 
currently serves 
as Senator of 
the Philippines

Rising Aussie boxer Jeff Horn is ready for the fight of his life when the legendary Manny Pacquiao takes him on in Brisbane

PACQUIAO vs 
HORN LIVE Sunday 

July 2 at 11am on 
MAIN EVENT [521]
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IF YOU LOVE THIS, WATCH...
Kingdom (s3)

Tuesdays from July 4 at 9.30pm on FX [119] 
available in the DRAMA pack
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Foxtel magazine is available to subscribers of Foxtel for $3.95 per issue. Please call Paul Akkermans on (02) 9813 7336 or 0400 129 267 for extra information. Images and extra text available on request.

Press 

Release

● It’s all about Game of Thrones this month, as everyone’s favourite fantasy series 
returns to showcase for its penultimate season. With so much hype surrounding this 
seventh outing, Foxtel magazine took a trip to Westeros to get the inside scoop.  
● During a candid chat on the Belfast set, Emilia Clarke, whose character Daenerys 
has her sight set on claiming the Iron Throne, revealed she would be disappointed if 
she doesn’t wind up as Queen. “Yes, definitely,” she says. “But it’s been fulfilling to 
play one of many strong, powerful women on the show. It’s a woman’s world now!”
● As for Jon Snow, played by the dashing Kit Harington, just because he’s been killed 
off once doesn’t mean he’s not fearful of it happening again. “I felt safe in season 
six because I thought it would be bad storytelling to kill me the season after I’d been 
resurrected,” he admits. “As for seasons beyond, it’s back to business. And he is in 
mortal danger like everyone else.” The full article from page 10.
● Another great series returning to our screens for its seventh season this month is 
Suits. And with stars Sarah Rafferty and Rick Hoffman – who play Donna Paulsen and 
Louis Litt respectively – in town recently, we got them together for a fun role-reversal 
character shoot that saw boss Louis play assistant to Donna for a change.
● On the Toronto, Canada set, it’s one big happy family for the actors and their 
children, the pair reveal. “They have a great sense of community,” mum-of-two  
Rafferty says. “I love to say I have three sisters in real-life, but I have three brothers 
[Hoffman, Gabriel Macht and Patrick J Adams] that I have earned from this 
experience.” The full interview from page 18.
● If sport is more your pace then July offers up one of the biggest fights of the boxing 
calendar on Main Event. Brisbane local Jeff Horn has the hometown advantage as 
he goes toe-to-toe with Filipino legend Manny Pacquiao and we caught up with the 
Aussie to get the lowdown on his fighting form ahead of the bout of his career.
● “It will be a big difference not walking out in front of 30 kids to teach; just one 
Manny Pacquiao,” laughs 29-year-old former school teacher Horn. “Hopefully I’ll 
teach him a lesson!” The full interview from page 48.

What’s inside the July issue of Foxtel magazine?


