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In the lead up to this Remembrance Day, the HISTORY channel will premiere a stunning 
landmark documentary series The Memorial: Beyond the Anzac Legend on Tuesday, 
November 4 at 7.30pm. 
 
Hosted by international broadcaster and renowned historian Neil Oliver, this remarkable 
five-part series follows Neil as he takes viewers on a never-before-seen look inside the 
Australian War Memorial, bringing to life Australia’s rich wartime history through the artefacts 
and stories housed within its walls. 
 
Over the past 12 months, the series producers have been granted unprecedented access to 
the museum, closely capturing the working life of Australia’s most iconic military institution as 
it approaches one of the most important years in the War Memorial’s history: the 
commemoration of the Centenary of Service. 
 
The fly-on-the-wall series follows the War Memorial as it races to complete its $32 million 
renovations of the First World War Gallery in time for Remembrance Day, 2014. 
 
As we mark the 100th anniversary of the First World War, this timely series also provides a 
contemporary discussion on the meaning of remembrance, 100 years on.  
 
The Memorial will introduce us to the people of the museum, from the Director of the 
Australian War Memorial, Dr Brendan Nelson, to the conservators whose job it is to protect 
our nation’s most prized relics, to the extraordinary front-of-house team who look after 
everyone from school children to visiting dignitaries from around the world. 
 
Also featured are candid interviews between Neil Oliver and some of Australia’s leading 
political figures, to hear their personal reflections on this momentous anniversary and how 
important the role of the Australian War Memorial is. These include Prime Minister Tony 
Abbott and former Prime Ministers Malcolm Fraser, Bob Hawke, John Howard and Paul 
Keating. 
 
The Memorial will also feature interviews with VC recipients Mark Donaldson and Ben 
Robert Smith, Governor General Peter Cosgrove and former Governor General Quentin 
Bryce. 

http://vimeopro.com/user9857775/the-memorial-beyond-the-anzac-legend/video/107560151


 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Throughout his acclaimed career, Neil Oliver has explored museum vaults and memorials 
across the globe, investigating history from different perspectives and locations.  
 
In The Memorial, he delves in to the heart of the Australian War Memorial, uncovering an 
extraordinary treasure trove of our nation’s war history and unraveling the stories of our 
fighting forces housed within its walls. 
 
Travelling to Gallipoli as well as the Western Front, Neil will also reveal the incredible stories 
behind the soldiers’ names on the War Memorial’s sacred Roll of Honour. 
 
“It is always an incredible opportunity to go behind the scenes of a museum and I feel very 
privileged the door of the Australian War Memorial was opened to me.” said Oliver. 
 
“I know viewers will be as fascinated as I was in discovering so much about Australia’s Great 
War, especially in such an important year.” 
 
 
 
About The History Channel 
The History Channel is Australia’s only television channel dedicated to history 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. It is part of a global, 
award-winning network with access to a vast library of the world’s best historical programming. The History Channel brand is 
licensed exclusively by Foxtel Management Pty Ltd from A&E Television Networks International and 100% produced,  
programmed, broadcast and controlled locally.  
 
About Foxtel 
Foxtel is one of Australia’s most progressive and dynamic media companies, directly employing around 2,500 people, and delivering a diverse 
subscription television service over cable, satellite and broadband distribution. We offer a better entertainment experience every day to each one 
of our 2.5 million subscribing homes through delivery of new and inspiring programming across all genres, the world’s most popular channel 
brands, and investment in high quality local content. As constant champions of innovation we have brought customers the iQ personal digital 
recorder, Australia’s largest HD offering, the Foxtel Go App for tablets and mobile devices, and our new internet TV service, Foxtel Play. Foxtel is 
owned by Telstra Corporation Limited ACN 051 775 556 (50%) and News Corporation (50%). foxtel.com.au  
 

                                                        
For more information:  
Email: Brooke.cashell@foxtel.com.au 
Tel: +61 2 9813 7397  
Mob: +61 422 729 721 
 
 

  
 
 

 

  
 


